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Menifee’s Youth Advisory Committee
Boosts the Community

Situated in the heart of southern
Riverside County along Interstate 215,
Menifee is home to more than 85,000
residents. Menifee incorporated in 2008,
and its population has since grown by
about 30 percent. The city’s demograph-
ics also changed in conjunction with
this growth — its residents’ median age
shifted from 56 years old to 38 years old.

As part of its efforts to address quality-
of-life concerns for the growing com-
munity, the city council sought input
from Menifee’s youth. In response, the
Community Services Department cre-
ated the Yourh Advisory Committee in
April 2014 to promote public service
and community involvement and review
proposals for youth-related programs,
projects and facilities.

“The Youth Advisory Commirtee
promotes and participates in community
events, programs or projects through
public education and community

organizations and acts in an advisory
capacity to the city council in policy
matters pertaining to youth,” says

Mayor Scott Mann.

“The committee is composed of 11
members (and two alternates) who rep-
resent a cross section of the community’s
youth and includes high-school students,
college students, sports team members
and youth recreation users,” says Com-

munity Services Director Robert Lennox.

“Committee members serve a one-year
term, and the committee conducts its
monthly meetings in accordance with the
Brown Act.” Two members of the Youth
Advisory Committee also serve on the
Menifee Citizens Advisory Committee.

Providing Input for
Policy-Makers
One of the Youth Advisory Committee’s

first activities was creating a working list
of youth-related priorities needed in the

city. These priorities included enhanc-
ing and providing additional parks and
recreational facilities and opportunities
to connect residents of diverse ages and
cultures and preserve the region’s rural
heritage and charm. As a result of the
committee’s input, the city launched a
Parks, Trails, Open Space and Recreation
Master Plan project. The master plan,
developed with Yourh Advisory Commit-
tee input, addresses concerns related to
obesity and providing programs that will
keep youth safe and focused on positive
recreational activities.

Offering Hands-0On Help at
Community Events

The Youth Advisory Committee plays an
integral, active part at many of Menifee’s
signature events, where they engage with
the community and bring enthusiasm to
a variety of activities. On Veteran's Day,
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Menifee’s Youth Advisory Committee Boosts the Community, continued from page 17

committee members provided a helping
hand at the card-making station, where
community members made cards for
active military personnel. To kick off
the winter season of events, they ran the
Snow Zone recreation area at the city’s
annual Christmas tree-lighting event; at
the popular Breakfast with Santa event,
they greeted people, served breakfast
and lent a hand to children at the crafts
booth. During the city’s Spring Fest
event, committee members provided
assistance in the Kids Zone, where they
helped with face painting and crafts. At
the city’s Fourth of July celebration, the
committee participated with a floar titled
“Menifee Is a Playful City.”

Local Youth Collaborate
Regionally With Peers

In addition to its extensive involvement in

the local community, the Youth Advisory

Committee has traveled beyond the city
limits to exchange ideas and learn from
others at workshops, tours and conferences.
The group visited the City of Norco
where they attended a Teen Leadership
and Anti-Bullying Conference. The Youth
Advisory Committee hosted the City of
Perris Youth Advisory Committee for a
workshop on leadership and team-build-
ing that focused on future joint projects
for the two cities, fundraising opportuni-
ties and common teen concerns. Recently
the Menifee Youth Advisory Committee
collaborated with the City of Perris
Youth Advisory Committee to take part
in a Teen Dating Violence Workshop.
During that same day, they also attended
a Teen Leadership and College Prepared-
ness Conference in the City of Fontana.
The committee will use the knowledge
gained to create teen and youth-specific
events in 2016=17.

The next Youth Advisory Committee

activity will be an annual Comedy for
Cause event to raise money for future
youth-related city initiatives, inc]uding
an Anti-Bullying Campaign and a

No Texting and Driving Campaign.

Contact: Rob Johnson, city manager;
phone: (951) 672-6777; email:
Rfohnson@cityofmenifee.us. m



