FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
May 8, 2020
The following press release was received on behalf of the Governor’s office.

Governor Newsom Issues Executive Order to Protect Public Health by Mailing Every Registered
Voter a Ballot Ahead of the November General Election
SACRAMENTO — Recognizing the threat COVID-19 continues to pose to public health, Governor
Gavin Newsom today signed an executive order to ensure that Californians can exercise their right
to vote in a safe and accessible manner during the General Election this November. The order
requires that each county’s elections officials send vote-by-mail ballots for the November 3, 2020
General Election to all registered voters. Californians who may need access to in-person voting
opportunities – including individuals with disabilities, individuals who speak languages other than
English, individuals experiencing homelessness, and others – will still be able to access in-person
voting opportunities.
“Elections and the right to vote are foundational to our democracy,” said Governor Newsom. “No
Californian should be forced to risk their health in order to exercise their right to vote. Mail-in
ballots aren’t a perfect solution for every person, and I look forward to our public health experts
and the Secretary of State’s and the Legislature’s continued partnership to create safer in-person
opportunities for Californians who aren’t able to vote by mail.”
The Administration will continue to work with the Legislature and the Secretary of State to
determine how requirements for in-person voting opportunities and other details of the
November election will be implemented, while preserving public health and giving county
elections officials needed flexibility. If by May 30, 2020 counties do not yet have clarity for inperson voting opportunities and other details of the November election, it may be necessary to
issue a further executive order addressing these issues.
“California will not force voters to choose between protecting their health and exercising their
right to vote. I thank Governor Newsom for taking decisive action now, to preserve voting rights
and provide sufficient time to properly prepare for the General Election,” said Secretary of State
Alex Padilla. “Today we become the first state in the nation to respond to the COVID-19 pandemic
by mailing every registered voter a ballot. We are meeting our obligation to provide an accessible,
secure, and safe election this November. Sending every registered voter a ballot by mail is smart
policy and absolutely the right thing to do during this COVID-19 pandemic.”
“Today’s executive order is a critical first step to ensuring California’s November 2020 election is
safe and accessible,” said Jonathan Mehta Stein, Executive Director of California Common Cause.
“While other states are fighting for access to vote-by-mail ballots, Governor Newsom has ensured
that for California voters and we can now push ahead, together, on the difficult work of ensuring
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in-person voting sites for voters with language needs, voters with disabilities, voters without
reliable access to mail, and other voters who need in-person voting to access their vote.”
The text of the Governor’s executive order can be found here and a copy can be found here.

###
ABOUT MENIFEE: Situated in the heart of southern Riverside County along Interstate 215, Menifee is a vibrant, new city of more than
95,000 residents who enjoy a pleasant year-round climate, abundant recreational offerings, reasonably priced housing and convenient
proximity to some of Southern California’s premiere attractions and employment centers. Within its 50 square miles, Menifee’s business,
retail and entertainment outlets are starting to shape the community’s character and this growing economic base is also contributing
favorably to the city’s strong financial position. Menifee’s growing family-oriented population values the city’s ongoing commitment to
public safety, community events and smart growth for the future. All of these elements are working together to support the city’s
strategic vision to make Menifee one of the state’s most promising new cities.
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