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Governor Newsom Announces New Help for Small Businesses & Workers Displaced by COVID-19
The following release was provided by the Governor’s Office where Governor Gavin Newsom unveiled a
series of new resources to aid small businesses and help California workers who have lost work due to
COVID-19.
SACRAMENTO- Beginning [April 3, 2020], California small businesses impacted by the COVID-19
crisis can apply for a loan from the federal government for up to $10 million. Importantly, the program is
first-come, first-serve and the Governor encourages all eligible California small businesses to contact their
lender to learn more.
Today, the Governor also announced that the state is allocating $50 million to the California Infrastructure
and Economic Development Bank for loan guarantees to small businesses to help eliminate barriers to
capital for individuals who do not qualify for federal funds, including low wealth and undocumented
immigrant communities. The state is also allowing small businesses to defer payment of sales and use taxes
of up to $50,000, for up to 12 months.
Additionally, the Governor joined Bitwise Industries and the Kapor Center to launch OnwardCa.org, a new
platform connecting displaced California workers with more than 70,000 job opportunities in critical
industries.
Earlier this week, Governor Newsom signed an executive order to help small businesses, granting a 90-day
extension for small businesses to pay sales taxes.
Governor Newsom also today announced $17.8 million in new state initiatives to support California
workers impacted by COVID-19. The allocation will come from Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act
funds with $7.8 million going to the Los Angeles region and $10 million made available statewide.
“The COVID-19 pandemic is having cascading effects for millions of California families and small
businesses,” said Governor Gavin Newsom. “Through no fault of their own, more than a million Californians
have lost a job and countless more are seeing their businesses fail. California will emerge from this crisis
stronger than before, and until then, the state will work overtime with the federal government and private
sector to get families the help they need. For more information, go to covid-19.ca.gov.
###
ABOUT MENIFEE: Situated in the heart of southern Riverside County along Interstate 215, Menifee is a vibrant, new city of more than 95,000
residents who enjoy a pleasant year-round climate, abundant recreational offerings, reasonably priced housing and convenient proximity to some of
Southern California’s premiere attractions and employment centers. Within its 50 square miles, Menifee’s business, retail and entertainment outlets
are starting to shape the community’s character and this growing economic base is also contributing favorably to the city’s strong financial position.
Menifee’s growing family-oriented population values the city’s ongoing commitment to public safety, community events and smart growth for the
future. All of these elements are working together to support the city’s strategic vision to make Menifee one of the state’s most promising new cities.
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